Fit. 587"
ID mixup
Body to be dugup

By AMY SACKS and PAUL HEB. SHIN
Colly s EEa mAnTTRC

The family of a 64-year-old Bronx woman who
died in the crash of American Airlines Flight 587 bur-
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ied the wrong body because of a clerical mixup by
the city medical examiner’s office. -

The children of

with those of their fa-
ther, Teoftle Hernan-
ez, 69, who also per-
ished in the Now. 12
crash.

But the medical ex-

aminer's office told Luz Maria Lendof

the family Wedmnes-

day that i mistakenly bormed
over another crash wctim's e
mains hecause the Last two dig-
its of a five-digit identification
number had been swilched.

The family was just beginning
to come bo terms with the loss of
both parents, said Lendof™s el-
dest son, S-year-old Rufing Her-
nandez, but the blunder has
forced the family (0 grieve anew.

“We're totally devastated ™ he
said in Spandsh. “We feel the city
has betrayed us. It's like killing
my mother twice, Mow we have
o buary my mother twice.”

He and his four siblings
rushed back from the Domini-
can Republic 1o claim his moth-
er's actual remaing and armange
& second funeral service for her

yesterdsy in  Washington
Ada Hermander, her daughter,

day, crying out in Spanish, “1
don’t know if this is my mother
or not.”

“It's just devastating’
Lendals actual remains are to
be flown to Santo Domingo to-
day for burial in the ooming
“With the [first] funeral ser-
vice, | thought there was
SO dh-l::um' sald the family’s
aftormey,  Ralph  DeSimone,
“Then they were fold this news.
The whole thing has opened up
again and they have to start
over, and it's just devastating.”
Lendof Hemandez were
fhying 1o Santo Domingo for the
winter abaard the doomed jetlin-
of 251 and
a crew nine. The crash in
Belle Harbor, Queens, killed all
ghoard and five people on the
ground
Because of the mistake regand-
ing Lendof, the medical examin-

er's office sent an of-
ficial vo Santo Domin-

go to apologize in
person.

i wr feel
wvery badly that we've
mdded to their bur-
den,” sald spokes-
woman Ellen Borak-
o, And we've insti-
tuted new  proce-
dures whereby o cler-
ical error like this
hopefully won't hap-
pen again.”

The medical examiner's office
inspected more than 2,000 body
parts from the crash and the re-
maing of afl 265 victims have
been (dentified, Borakove sald,

But DeSimone called the error
“puirageous.”

“This |5 not a question of scl-
enoe,” DeSimone sald. 1 don't
see how there's any excuse for
something lile this. It's just inat-

tenton.
Remains to be exhumed
The family hasn't decided
whether 10 pursue legal action
agninst the city, he said. “Right
now the family's chief concern
is to denl with the tragedy . ..
and also to ensure that this type

of's colfin will be exhumed and
handed over to the proper fami-
Iy, which was to be nofified yes-
terday about the error, Borakove
said. They were not kentified.
The mixup is the first such
known case among victims of

Flight 587.
But an identification error oc-
e wvactims of the

Sepl. 11 terrorist attacks.

in October, the medical exam-
iner's office mizidentified the
by ol Firefighter Christopher
Santora, 23, who died in the col-
Lapesss off the twin towers.

He was misidentified as Joss
Guadalupe, 37, because both
men shared a vare congenital for-
mation of two vertehrae in Uhe
neck and both worked &t Engine
Ca. 54 in mbkdiown.

The mistake was discovered
through o DMNA test. Santora’s
remalng were exhumed from
Guadalupe’s grave, Guadalupe

s still missing.



